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Case 2004-7 
 
Submitted by: Veena Rajaram, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 
 
Diagnosis: Adenovirus meningoencephalomyelitis 
 
Comment: A blood culture during life was positive for adenovirus in this patient.  
CSF on admission was negative, but a repeat CSF viral culture 10 days later was 
positive.  Culture of the biopsy was also positive for virus, identified as serotype 
26.  The patient was treated with acyclovir.  The diagnosis was confirmed by 
immunostaining of the tissue and by in situ hybridization, as well as by nucleic 
acid-amplification testing (PCR).  Paracrystalline inclusions were observed by 
electron microscopy.   
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