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Case 2004-8
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Diagnosis: Non-specific meningoencephalitis, etiology unknown

Comment: All tests performed during the patient’s life to establish a diagnosis
were negative, including tests for syphilis. Specimens were sent to the California
Encephalitis Project (an effort of the California Department of Health) and the
CDC, without either group being able to arrive at a specific diagnosis. Members
of the audience suggested several diagnoses, including encephalitic
neurosarcoidosis, Wegener’s granulomatosis, CNS Erdheim-Chester disease,
and a paraneoplastic disorder (although the autopsy did not reveal any
neoplastic process).
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