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Submitted by: Adekunle M. Adesina, M.D., Ph.D., Takei Hidehiro, M.D., Jim 
Versalovic, M.D., Ph.D. and Megan Dishop, M.D., Department of Pathology, 
Texas Children’s Hospital, Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, Texas 77030 
 
Diagnosis: Rothia mucilaginosa (Stomatococcus mucilaginosus) induced 
meningitis 
 
Comment: The organisms were PAS positive, located inside and outside 
macrophages, and they were also Gram positive.  Identification of the organism 
was based on DNA pyrosequencing.  It has been reported as an opportunistic 
infection in patients who have been rendered neutropenic due to chemotherapy.  
It has proved to be difficult to clear from the CNS with antibiotics, requiring 
vancomycin, which may need to be given directly into the CSF compartment.   
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